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T HER 
HONOVR ABLE SIR 


Tloun SwinerTon K NIGHT, 


LORD MAIOR OF THE 
MOST HONORABLE CITTY OF 
Londen; and to theright VWorſhipfull the Al- 
dermen and Shricues of the ſame Citty;the 
aboundant increaſe of Spirituall Grace 
in this Life, and in the World 
to come. enerlaſtin fe, 
through 15 

our onely Sa- 


NY <2 Sthetime now approcheth 
wa PF wherein euery gratcfull per- 
1 3/f IS for! will not onely in» word, 
AN = -bur alfo in deed with their 

W \'J preſents and” gifres ſhew 
SMa\ BS ſome figne and roken of 
Z their louing and kind affe- 
| &ion: So ( preventing the 
ime ncorearhand) I, as a' poore labourer ha- 
EE A 3 uing 


Taz Evp1sT11. 


uing gleaned & gathered theſe rwo handsful of 
corne, two houres labour in the Lords Harueſt, 
I dedicate it(as the beſt preſent that I haue)vnto 
your fauourable acceptation. It may be thought 
great boldnefle in mee (right Honourable and 
right Worſhipfull) chus preſuming to ſecke the 
patronizing of this my poore endeuours vn- 
der the protection of your Honourable and 
Worſhipfull countenances. Bur if the name 
and nature, ofthis my little booke bee rightly 
eonfidered , and your dignity of place and 
Office therewith 1uſtly —-» Br : this bold- 
'nefſe F hope will bee thought in mee but mo- 
deſt duty, and your kinde acceptance heereof 
the true teſtimony of religious 'deuorion. I 
mult confeſſe your ſerious and zealous atten- 
tion in hearing this plaine Sermon when it 
was Preached in your preſence; and the expe- 
rience of your religious deuotion, not onel 

in frequenting the ſeruice of God, bur alfoin 
protecting and Patronizing the Preachers and 
Profcſſours of Gods Word, encouraged mee 
to preferre this my new b-rne Orphant, this 
little booke, to your graue proteCtion, wherein 
I ſecke not, as a Temporizer, to finde out 
matter to fit and feede Humoriſts, but in the 
care of a Chriſtian ro make proofe of a better 
-minde: Knowing ,' that your graue and reli- 
gious mindes doe contemne idle and friuo- 
lous flying Pamphlets : What this Booke is, 
your Iudgements can diſcetne, and what Iam, 
your kindneſle ſhall command: ſo leauing ir, 


with my continuall prayers to Almighty God, 


| 4 


Dazprcarony: | 
that hee may dire& you in the righe path- 
way through the vale of miſery into eternal 
telicity. | 


Tour Honours, and 


worſhips in ail ant). 


Trouas Cunasrt® 
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FATE AEIR ERR 7 

TO THE CHRISTIAN 
READER. 


Z "O Entle Reader the moſt skilfull 

IQ > Fiſher may ſometime catch 4 
LSE E ' Carpe: For no doubt but there 
A are many buſi braines, itch- 
ing eares, taunting tongues, 
g and carping conceipts , that 
FIOey) will Critically play the right 
*. Momes: eſpecially thoſe that 

do leaſt good will finde preateſt fault with others 
£o0d endeuonrs. But from ſuch I appeale to thy cur- 
feous a8 charitablt cenſure(with conſideration of 
the want of time and health) commending this 
Small booke to thy curteous entertainment: Andſo1 
bid theefreartily fare-well, 


Preached at Paules Croſle 
the laft of Tune16 11. by M. T n0- 


mas Carasrn, Miniſter and 
Preacher of Gods WW © & D« 


THE TEXT. 


Evuns1ans To T. 
- Be yee- therefore followers of God, as deeve 
Children. | pens” 


8 HE Apoſtle Saint Paul, 
x right : Honourable , right 
Ae Reverend, right VWorſhip- 
S 6 full,and well-beloued in our 
eo > Lord and Sauiour Chriſt, in 
6 this heaucnly parcell of fa- 
SL& cred Scripture,doth inſfinu- 

ate vnto vs,”who arcby conception finfull, by 
nature men znot perceiuing the things of God, 

- and by life and conuerſation ſuch as doe no 
good: tharthe meanes therefore moſt fir,and the 
way moſt dire for the conſummaring of our 
_—_ 5 B dayes, 


} 


z The Chriſtian Path-way. 


. dayes, as acceptable to the Almighty, is the in- 
| wn} 


2; Cor.6. 1 4+ 


ent remouing and forſaking of all our vn- 
ruly affe&ions, fighting in our mindes, and the 
ſoule-abandoning of immoderate concupiſ- 
cence, reigning and raging in our members, by 
the faggettion of the Diuell; whom,with all his 
workes, we muſt relinquiſh, and renounce, be- 
fore we can enter, bee entertained, or recciued 
into the holy ſeruice of Almighty God: A 
reaſon of this the Apoſtle ſheweth, ſaying: That 
there is 10. communion betweene light and darke- 
neſſe, ne concord betwixt Chriſt and Belial, no part 
hath the infidell with the beleener, 

Then let vs forſake the workes of darkneſle, 
and renounce the Prince of darkneſſe, and pur 
onthearmour of light,and walke as children of 
the lighr,and follow thePrince of light. Next, 
let vs depoſe our ſelues fromall wicked & rebe]. 
lious thoughrs,words,and workes; which come 
by the morion,ſi - gx manu perſwaſion of the 
Diuell. And laſtly, letvs ceaſe to bee incredu- 
lous, and belecue on the nameof our Lord I x- 
s vs, and infaith apprehend him, as our onely 
Redeemer; that wemay be-ingrafted as ſonnes 
ynto God. and bee followers of God, as deere 
children: as this our Text teacheth vs. 

 Wherein we may note an exhortation to imi- 
ration; out of which (omitting- all long cir- 
cumſtances, and curious diuifions) we may ob-. 
ſerue, although it is not an ordinary kinde of 
methode, _ I 
1 Theperſons that ſhould imitate & follow, 
2: The amitation it ſelfe, | 1meunc 
| 2 The 


Thirdly the perſon whom we ſhould follow. 

Fourthly the manner how we ſhould follow 

him. 

The firſt expreſled in theſt words: Be yee. 

The ſecond in:this word :.. Followers. 

The thirdin theſe words : Of God. 

The fourth in theſe words: As deere Chil. 
aren. 

Be yee they fore followers of God as deere Children. 

(Therefore) inſinuaterh a reaſon conſequent 

of a matter precedent, which now I omit. 


>. v3 
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Firſt to the perſons exhorted : | 
N.gt onely the Epheſians, But 4ll Chriſtians, 


-A Chriſtian and well-gouerned Common- 
wealth may bee non toan houſe, be- 
builded and erected of diuers martets and 
ances; as ſtones for the foundation, rims 

ber for che eretion': and other things more to 
bring it to perfe&ion. So inthe building of a 
Common-wealth there muſt be diuers orders : 
ſome of high degree,ſome of meane eſtate,and 
ſome of low condition: and all to finiſh this 
ouſe or Common-wealth. And as in ſumpru- 
ous buildings, one chiefe ſtone, pillar, orpoſt, 
cannot eaſily be wrenched out, without ſhaking 
of all the reſt; euen as Sa/omory poſt vnder- 


propped the whole houſe : So the King being TheKing, 


vnder God the ſtone, ſtay, piller,and poſt of the 
Common-wealthzifhe miſ-carry,all the ſtrength 


of his Common-wealth is ſhaken, and pur in 


hazzard ofadown-fall. To auoyd therefore this * 


B 2 dangerous 
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Councell. 
g ludges: 


4 The Chriſtian Path-way. 
danperobs breach in this godly building, its 
the duty-of all fairhfull and true-hearted fub- 
iects to pray vato God,the King of all Kings,to 
giue vnto our King(his yice-roy here on earth) 
a wiſe &an vnderſtanding/heart, to give tohis 
Councellors the ſpirir of Councell, to giveto 
his Iadges the fpirit of Indgement, ro diſcuſſe 
and iudge rightly of all mattersz remembring 
that theiwſelues ſhall be. adiudgedas well as o- 
therswho:n they haue iudged; as one ancient 
Father wrweth:: | Say 0 
Ventet,uentet qui indicata re'udicabit, ilicita 
zur ata confut ibit; qui futiet iuſticiam inturiam pa- 
tientibur; & argacfiin equitate tro manſuetis 
Ferra. 
-- Hewill come,he will come,who will iudge a- 
gains! matters wrongfully iudged, who wilkre» 


proue:vnlayfull oarhes, will right. them that 


ſuffer wrang;and pleadin equitietor tha meeks 
of thecarth:lctthem thinke,thatif p& ſhortly, 
yet ſharply will the. day of judgement come ro! 
thoſethat negle&-the comming ofthe eternall 

Ventet jveni't dies Indicy wbi plus walebit pure 
corda,quamaſtuta verbayh conſciencia bona,quam 


. marſupia.:pleng: quindoquidem ludex ille , nec 


wverbis fallctur nec donis flecterur. | 
The day will come, the day of Indgement 


will come, whencleane hearts will more auaile 


then crafty words,and a good conſcience more 


then a greatpurſe: ſeeing that Iudge wil neither 
beedeceiued with words, nor weighed with 


* Yitts. Burro ſpeakero them of whom moſt are 


$ 2»  abſeny 


q 
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The Chriſtian Path-way, 5 
abſent, 1 will abſtaine, and frame my ſpeech to 
them tharare preſent. 

And ſecing the Magiſtrate is one of the ſtates, Magiſtrate, 
pillers,and poſts of tlie, Common-wealth,itbe- 
honeth him co attend his charge , m_—_ him- 
{elfe thatheeſhall render an accountar the laſt 
day, how hee hath governedand behaued, hims 

* ſelfein his Magiſtracy and place; whether hee 
hath becne carefullzo beat downe fin, and ſup- 

-- preſſe vice: to maintAFK@yertue, and ſupport 


>dnefſſe : whether his eyes hauc beene. on-<n 
goodneſle Jen: ne 


3n looking to hiscbarge,whef.. the Dennle<lic 
becne op" a9ntfic Lords WA>uiplaints of the 
po0rgs's IINGE ; wherherhis mouth hath 
cene open 1n giuing them comfortable an- 
{weres ' whether his hands have beene ready in 
defending them ; whether his feete haue beene 
ſhood.in haſtening to redrefle wrongs + for to 
ſuch ends ſhould he and all his members be ap- 

_ 'plyedand:imployed; to wit, 


3 
T0 puniſh the nocent and defend'the innocent: 
.' .Tocorred the hurtful, & proteft the harmleſſe. 
© To ſuppreſſe the ſubtill, and ſupport the ſimple, 


As the ſilly ſheepe in the ſtorme and tempeſt, 
running to the hedge and thicket,to ſhroud and 
ſhelter themſefnes from the winde and weather, 
are oftentimes inſnared amongſt the thornes 
and bricrs, out of which, with much adoe they 
winde and wreſt.themſclues with labour and 
lofle of their wool, and in ſcecking to auoida 
ſnall damage they incurre a greater danger: So 
44 B3 you 


Exod.18.21. 


Miniſter. 


6 The Chriſtian Path-way. 
youthatare Magiſtrates, ought to looke dili- 
gently into the dealings of your vnder Officers, 
eaſt that the poore man (like the ſimple and 
ſilly cond oftentimes being oppreſſed and 
wronged by his aduerſary,running to them who 
ſhould and ought to right them, by delaies and 
{iniſter dealings is fleeced of more then he loſk 
before,and with the woman ſecking for one loſt 
groar, leeſe the othernine; and- with the man 
that hadan hundredſheepe, hauing loſt one, 
lend rhe other ninty and nine in ſuing fortnat 


one{ 2arct, 105 want of right looſeall. H aue 2 


| ſpeciallregara3fouungfatre rape God, there- 
Gon: what Officers y ARR, let 
them be well qualified; Jethro, s father-in- 


law,counſelled Moſes to ele& Magiſtrates and 
Officers being thus qualified : to wit, Mer of 
conrage; ſuch as feare God, ſruh'as deale trucly,and 
ſuch as hate conetouſneſſe: Men of courage, not 
fearing any mans threatning words, nor proud 
lookes, fearing God, not fearing what man can 
do vnto them, dealing truely and vprightly be- 
tweene man and man,without fauour or aft 
on, hating couetouſneſſe , not corrupted with 
giftes, nor carried from the right with bribes: 
O happy, and twiſc happy, are'the people and 
Common-weale whom God hath blefled with 
ſuch Magiſtrates! that Common-wealth and 
Country is in good eſtate where the Prince 
makes good Lawes, the Magiſtrates execute 
them, and the people obey them. 
There is alſo another ſtay of Gods building, 
or Chriſtian Common-wealth, which muſt = 
c 


The Chriftian Path-way. 
be omitted, towit, the zealous and learned Mi- 


niſter, whoſe do@rine, by warrant of Gods 


word, muſt be a rule to guide and dire& all their 
lawes by, otherwiſe they will be out of ſquare. 
Theſe Workemen ſhould not bee idle in Gods 


Harueſt, For the Harueſt is great but the labourers \,_, __ 


are few. 
Iris recorded in facred Scripture that a cer- 


> IR—— 


taine man hired labourers into his Vineyard. yj,, ., 


The owner and Maiſter of this Vineyard is the 
Lord, the labourers , his Miniſters and Prea- 
chers,the Vineyard is the world, the people the 
branches, but inthe Lords Vineyard wee may 


finde ſome Rbourers; TomeToirerars; andTome 
lookers 0#: Yalewtes nolentes, & non valentes; 

"To the rſt volentibus , to them that execute 
the Lords buſineſſe with willing mindes, reioy- 
cing that God hath enabled them to doe the 
workeof Euangeliſts, itwill be ſayd ; well done 
thou good ſeruant, becanſethon haſt bene faithfull 
in « little, I will make thee ruler oner much. 

To the ſecond, no/entibus, to them tharare 
able and yetnotwilling, it may be ſaid: Hee that 


knoweth his Maiſters will,and doth it not,ſhal bs 


beaten with ſtripes. | 

Torhe third and laſt,ox valentibus(witnout 
offence I may fay the worſt)that are neither able 
nor willling , itmay bee ſaid : Thos wnbiaden 
gueſt, how camſt thou in? at the dore , or at the 
window? ſurely not at the dore, vnleſle thou haſt 


borrowed Simon Magus (iluerpiclocke, Friend Math.zz.n2,] 


how camſt thou hither , not hawing a wedding gar- 


ment? take him, bind him hand and foote, an > 
im 


| Marh.13.28, 


Math,13+-25- 
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him into vtter darkneſſe. | 

Let vs pray vnto God that euery «we marie well. 
ruling Elder,ſuffer no vnruled & vnlearned loo- 
kers & gazers on,to ſteale into the Lords Vine- 
yard, whoareready to recciue the yy and 
take no paines; to take the fleece, and ſtarue the 
ſheepe : too too many ſuch in times paſt haue 
crept in, but how came this to paſſe? ſurely, the 
enutous man hath done this : Therefore rig"tRe- 
uerend, you, to whom by authority it appertai- 
neth, ought now to bee carefull and reſpe&tiue 
herein, leſt that the aduerſaries of our profeſſi- 
on, by the ignorance and weakeneſle of ſome 
Profeſſors: take an occaſion by ſuch aduantage 
to ſcandalize, both the profeſſion and pro- 
feſlours, to defend this TIE breach in 
Gods building, you ought to bee ftudious and 
vigilant: For when the husbandman ſleepeth, the 
enuioius man will beready to ſow the tares amongſt 
the wheate;, And ſo by your zealous care ouer 
che Lords heritage, his Vineyard in time might 
bee cleanſed from fuchlookers and gazers on: 
and his Church purged of ſuch penny-father 
idols: and hereafter ſuch ignorant rongue-tied 
blind guides debarred by ſuch your good 
meanes from entring into the -Lords Vineyard. 
Which God'forhis Name ſake, for his Sonnes 
ſake, for his mercy ſake, for his Church and 
deere chuldren fake grant: Thus much touching 
the perſons eſpeciall, now in generall, 


$:94090 
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411479} ous prpunrey bis og md damn, 


TV nx as Chriſt fed foure thouſand men, be- Math.rs. 


ſides women and children,with ſeuen loaues 
and a few little fiſhes , when they had followed 
him three daies,in the deſert or wilderneſſe,and 
would not ſend them away empty , leaſt they 
ſhould faint by the way. 

So with theſe ſeuen loaues of the bread of 
life, are fed foure thouſand, yea forty thouſand, 
yea thouſand thouſands of men, women, and 
children (for women and children haue ſoulcs 
to ſaueas well as men:) if we, according to our 
Text, follow him in the deſert of this wide 
world, (no wider then wicked) three daies in the 
true faith of the Trinity, God will not ſend vs 
away emptic , nor ſuffer our ſoules for want of 
ſpirituall food to faint. Therefore, /et vs bee fol- 
lowers of him as deere children: and be readyto 
obey this preceptof imitation , which is the 
ſecond part of this our Text tobe intreated of. 


Ephe.s.r. 


34+ 
35 


33s 


If we enter into due conſideration of mans tmirarton 3 
nature, wee ſhall findeit ſtrangely addiQed to ſelfe., 
imitation; and although in truth we ſhould live 


by lawes more then by examples, yet weeſhall 
perceiue, that examples do more moue in theſe 
daies then lawes; ſeruants in a family, fouldiours 
in an army,ſubie&s in a Comon-weale may c6- 
firme this to be true, for Seruants moſt comonly 
imitate their Maiſters, Soldiers their Captains, 
Subiects their Gouernours, beethey good, bee 
they bad, get they praiſe, or diſpraiſe, profite or 
_Jifprofite, fame or infamy thereby : thinking 

.C their 


[0 


19 The Chriſtian Path-way. 
their liues to be a Law, and that to be well done, 
which is done after their example. 

Note 1. Whereby we may norte firſt, thatthey ſhould 
haue regard vnto themſelues , who are any way 
either for birth or for office, or for calling, whe- 
ther it bee ſpirituall or temporall, aboue other 
men; for they cannot ſinne without great dan- 
ger to the Common-weale, we may ſay of fuch, 
as Cicero ſaid of Iudges, that mighty men, ſhould 
mightely be tormented. 

2 Secondly, ſecing ournature is prone to imi- 
tation, wee are to take ſpeciall care whom wee 
follow or imitate : for euery one is not to bee 
followed, neither ſhallthe vngodly behauiour 
of others excuſe vs before God, the reaſon is: 

2.Cor.s.10. Wee muſt all appeare before the tribunall ſeate of 

Reuel.22.14. Chriſt, to receiue according to our owne deeds, 

Thelicentious life ofthe Magiſtrate,ſhall not 
excuſe the Subie& if hee hue nor vnder the 
Law, nor the wicked life of the Maifter, acquit 
the Seruant, if hee be vngracious, nor the cuill 
conuerſation of the Preacher be a cauſe to ſaue 
the hearer if he be vngodly : the reaſon is , for 

Ezech.18.4. #hat ſoule that ſinneth (whatſocucr hee bee) ſhall 
air. 

Twokinds of In Chriſtian imitation there are two kinds of 

examples. examples tobe folowed: The one both neceſla- 
DE ry and alwaies, the other but ſometime and in 
methings,necefary and alwaies,the example 
of our Lord and Sauiour Chriſt, but ſometime 
and in ſomerhings,the examples of good men 

and women are to be followed, 

Strange it may ſceme to ſome,that good _ 

ue. 


The Chriftian Path-way. It 
but ſometime, and in ſomethings, are to bee 
followed; yet it is not ſo ſtrange as true, for 
cuery example of theirs is not to bee followed 
of vs, forthe better conceiuing whereof wee 


may note that there arefoure examples of the 4 Examples. 


faithfull, and ele&, in ſacred Scriptures. . 
The firſt we may behold and follow: as 4br4- x Example. 
hams faith, oſephs chaſtity, Danids zeale, Tobras 
pitrifulneſſe rowards the poore, and ſuch like: 
theſe are looking-glaſles ſer before our cies, 
that wee ſhould not bee ſlothfull in following 
them, but follow them as they follow Chriſt, 
which through faith and patience inherite the 
prowiſes. | 
Other examples there are which are wicked, 2 Ffranple, 
as Dasids adultery, Peters deniall , the Apoſtles 
ambition, and ſuch like: which are not recorded 
in deſpite to diſgrace them, bur are placed be- 
forc'vs, for theſe three ends: Firſt, ro keepevs 3 End: 
from vaine opinion of our ſelues, rhat wee pre- f 
ſume not in our owne ſtrength : Secondly, tro #® 
make vs the morecarefull to looke to our ſteps 
that we ſlip not as they did, for feare that wee 
cannot riſe as they did; itis cafy to fall, bur. 
hard to ariſe: Thirdly, if we haue fallen,as they 
did, we ſhould by their examplelearne to riſe,as 
they didz if we haue like finnes wee ſhould haue 
like repentance. 
Other examples were . well done- by good 3 Example. 
men, in times paſt, which in theſe daies we can- 
not, normay follow , without grear offence to 
God: as circumeiſion of the male children, of- 
ten and ſundrybloudy ſacrifices, whichnow ” 
C 2 0 


3 


CET = : 


4 E xample. 


2.Cor.11is 
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do is finne, | | 
Fourthly, and finaly, ſome examples, as wee 
may reade, were ſingular , ſuch, as neither wee, 
nor others in thoſe daies might follow, without 


| theeſpeciall, and extraordinary motion of the 


holy Spirit, as _Lorahams readineſle to offer vp 
his ſonne in ſacrifice; The ſpoiling of <£ygp#7- 
ans inrobbing them of their Iewels and trea- 
ſures, commendable in them,becauſe they were 
commanded; bur damnable in vs becauſe wee 
are forbidden, to them the one acceptable, the 


\ other commendable; but in vs, the one the next 


degree to murther, the other to theft , whereby 
we may note that good men in all things arenor 
to bee followed : but as Saint Pau! would bee 
followed , as hee followed Chriſt, ſo ſhould 
they bee. | 


Now #0 the perſon whom we ſhould follow, 
ro wit, Curls T, 


V Hen I was called heretofore to this 
lace,by the warrant of Gods word, I 
deliuered certaine documents wherin we might 
learne,The way to Life,and now in this Textwe 
may learne whom wee ſhould follow, as-our 
gn in or to Life _ C bu IST, 
raue and iudicious Audients, Chriſt is the 


} 2 Example, of vs to be followed ; and that alwaies 
1. andneceſi : Alwayes, forthathe is mol Per- 


2, 


tely good: AnT neceſſary, becauſe both hee 
and his Apoſtles haue commanded vs ſo to do. 

Yet1 pray you miſtake not fie ever s 

, Jay, 
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ſay, our Sauiour Chriſt is alwayes zyet do Inort 


ſay, in all things : andalthough neceſſary to be 
followed, yetnot as hee is Cod : for hee ated 
40.dayes, and 40. nights, hee raiſedthe dead, 
gaueſight ro the blinde, and many other mira- 
cles by the Almighty power of his God-head : 
hee wrought things vn-able to bee imitated of 
mortall men. 

In theſe things which our Sauiour Chriſt did, 
as he is God, heis moſt religiouſly to bee wor- 
ſhipped - andin thelethings which hee did, as 
man, he is zealouſly to be followed. He that lo- 
ueth and hateth what Thrill, as God, doth loue 
and loath, doth follow Chriſf 3sFarre as a man | 
may follow God. Hee that doth that which 
Chriſt did, as man, doth follow Chriſt as a 
Chriſtian manTrould do, © ; 

c ought to abhorre the vanity of this world, Zrnard, 
and that cuoragiouſly; becauſe Izsvs would 
not bee ele&ed a King, hee fled from the multi- 
tude: to repent, and that heartily ; for Ins vs 
was killed as a Lambe : to haue true Charity, 
forIzsvs prayed for his enemies. Chriſtians 
_ their names of Chriſt; therefore ir is meer, 
as they are co-heires of his name, fo ſhould 
they be followers of his holineſſe. "Noman is 
ri rely called a Chriſtian, who to the vttermoſt 
of his power, doth not reſemble Chriſt, 
in life and conuerſation: he thar followeth not 
Chrilt, may bee called a Chriſtian; butis none. 
So Saint Awgwſtine ſaith : VVhat doth it profite Auguſtine, 
thee, tobe called a Chriſtian, whereas = art 
NF honbarit to 


-_—_ C3 be. 


[ 
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beecalled a Chriſtian, ſhew the fruits of Chri- 
ſtianityz and then well mayeſt thou take the 
name of a Chriſtian vnto thee. . 

Whereas by naturall inclination weeare ad- 
diced to imitation, letys follow the beſt: wiſe- 
dome would ſo; partly becauſe wEire Exgl'(h- 
| men, who arereported, aboue all other nations, 
to be famous or infamous in imitating and fol- 
lowing cuery ſtrange and new-found fathion. 
X Many haue gotten fame in imitating Czcero in 
eloquence , Ariſtotle in Philoſophy , 1uſtiniarx 
in Law; and Galex in Phyſicke, and ſuch like. 
But more haue gotten ſhame in imitating one 
Co inv > =cthe in Juxurie : the Spa- 
 niſh, in'brautry,; the Iralian, in letchery; the 
Barbarian,in cruelty; the Turke, in incredulity; 
the Grecian,in Gluttony ; the Papiſt, in Idola- 
try; the Atheiſt, in impiety zand = Libertine, 
in impurity : and not in following our Sauiour 
Chriſt in heaucnly wiſedome and godlineſle of 
maners. 

Saint Paw/ admoniſhing the Coloſſians to an 
imitation of Chriſt and his holineſle, firſt ex- 
horreth chem ro mortification z as though with- 
out that meanes it were impoſſible : <AMortifie 
therefore your members vpon earth, and giverha 
reaſon of his exhortation, ſaying ; If yee line af- 


ter the fleſh yee ſhall dye. As God commanded 
Oeſero pie of ts hoon cforeheeThonld 
app ecrefiim, lo God commandeth vs 
to put away all our ſinfall affeions before wee 
begin to followChriſt : he will haue vs rofor- 


fake our ſinnes before he will tuffer vs to boil 
| - him. 
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him. As Peter forſooke his baars , nets and all, 

and followed Chriſt : fo ſhould wee le ave all 

worldly gaine and commodity, and follow 

Chriſt, Matthew left his office of cuſtome (al- 

though it was gatnfoll vato him) and followed 

Chriſt : So ſhovld we reſigne all worldly gaine, 

and riches, andfollow who will make vs 

rich in him. It may bee ſome will 'demaund 9g;;.q;,, 
why Peter often vſcd his former trade of life, 

and Matthew neuer returned to his office ? It ,29(were, 
ay ealily be anſwered : Peter was afiſher-man, | 

and did getbis lining by his lawfull paines, and 

honeſt meanes and labour; but Mathewes Cu- 
Kome-office was very ſeldome, or neucrexecu- 

ted withoue corruption: and therefore it was 
vnlawfull for him being afollower of Chriſt, to 

returne to it againe. Eliſhs lefthis Plow and  xings.rs, 20. 
Oxen,and followed Elves : fo ſhould wee leaue 


oxen, lands, hours, kindred ; yea our 
les geen Che, O 
Infollowing Chriſt we muſt trauell the righe 
way : wee = 5 5 Hired ep oo 
WAYS proponed, the oneftraight and narrow, Math-7-13.14. 
the other wide and broade: the one leadeth to 3 
life, the other to death: the one to heauen, the 
other to hell: The one ſtraight and narrow in 
the beginning, :bue broad and pleaſant inthe 
end: the other wide and broad in the begin- 
ning, bur ſtraight and painfull in the end. The 
one in the beginning, Take wp thy croſſe and fol- 
low me : bur in the end, Feare not my [ittle flocke, 
for i is your fathers will to giue you a kingdome. 
The otheringhe beginning, UM the A 
s. | 8 


- 
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the riches therof, will I giue thee if thou wilt wor- 
{hip me (faith Sathan:) but in the end, Take hin, 
binds him hand and foot , and caſt him into vter 
darkneſſe. In the one a good change, from a 
croſſe to a kingdome:In the other a bad change; 
from a kingdome to apriſon, and dungeon of 
vtter darkeneſſe. Leaue therefore the broad 
and wide way, for it leadeth to deſtruion, 
and walke in the narrow and ſtraight way, for it 
leadeth to life. 
If thou wil: follow Chriſt, thou muſt trayell 
his way; nota broad,pleaſant,wide,and delight- 
ull way.full of pleaſure,wantonneſle, & world- 
ly 10yes : but anarrow, troubleſome, 8 ſtraight 
way, full of affligions, croMes; tribulations and 
frowes. All men ,aslong as they liue in this 
vale of miſery, ſhall haue their part of miſery; 
cuery man ſhall haue his turne of ſorrow, more 
orleſſe, one time or other; which way ſocuer 
we walke, we ſhall heare cuery man complaine 
of ſome ſorrow or miſery. What ſhall wee doe 
zi then? Before itcome, letvs prepare our ſelues 
2. for it; when itis come,bid it welcome,and beare 
it patiently : when it Is departing, giue it but 
I halteafare-well, fillexpecting when itwill re- 
rurnexgine. Yetkeepe thou this narrow way, 
and follow Chriſt, and thou fthalt bee ſafe, and 
 findereſt vnto thy foule : but if thou wander out 
ofthis way,into the pleaſant parhs of ſine, and 
turne thy backe ro God, and leaue his pro- 
rection, there is'no helpetorthee, Sathan will 
take thee priſoner, leade rhee captiue,bindethee 
hand 7nd-foor jan; caft thee info: the deepe 
> dungeon 
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dungeon of darkneſſe. For this aſſure thy ſelte; 
If thou wilt not follow Chriſt , Sathan will fol- 
low thee : Be notlike theſe idle Epicures, and 
careleNle {lacke-graces, who liue as though they 
had no ſoules to ſaue, as though there were net- + 
ther God nor Diuell, no ioyes in heauen, nor 
torments in hell; leſt thou looſe the one, to thy 
griefc,8& finde the other,to thy endleſſe paine.If 
thou wilt not follow Chriſt in the way towards 
heauen,do not think that thou ſhalt eſcape hell; 
there is no ſtarting-hole berweene both tor thee 
couertly to hide thy ſelfe : the Angell that fell 
from God,with all his adherents,could finde no 
ſuch place; none of Adams children could fo 
fhrowd themſclues , bur they were found out. 
Dues could finde no place betweene heauen 
and hell to ſtay him from crorments,bur needes 
he muftintothem. 

Conſider therefore thine eſtate; to heauen 
thou canſt not come, but by following of _—_ 
Noman commeth to the F as (faich Chriſt) but 
by me, Hee is gone to prepare a place for none 
but for them that follow him. | 


Itmay be , thou thinkeſt thy ſoule,being dif- 0bie2jox. 


lodged, and dif burdened of the heauy weight 


ofthe body,ſhall flye, as a bird, into heauen. O eAuſwere. 


bee not deceined; if thou dye.in areprobate e- 
ſate;, thonthalr finde and teele that thy ſoule 
hath loſt her wings: thatis,the ſanGified //, 


Memory, and V1 nfending ;the three golden 
wings ofche tairhfull ſoule. Py 


Againe, it may be thou thinkeſt, that when 0bieion, 


thy ſoule ſhall depart from the body, it ſhall bee 
D freed 


».Anſwere. 
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freed from all earchly things whatſoeuer, and 
that no terreſtriall matter ſhall cleaue vnto ir, 
neither can it finne when it is freed fromthe fin- 
full leſh. Fruc it is, that when the foule is de- 
parted from the body, it cannot then commit a- 
ny more finne, becaufe it wanteth rhe body, 
whoſe members areas the tooles & inſtruments 
to execute the wickedneſte of the fintull foule : 
but all-be-it the ſonle is departed fromthe bo- 
dy, yet finne is not departed from the foule : 
for theſe two, to wit, Szme, and an accuſing 
Conſcience, will cleaue cloſly to an impenitent 
ſoule: theſe it ſhall bee ſure of; no other thing 
ſhall ir have with ir from the earth, bur finne, 
wherein ir delighted, and' a guilty conſcience, 
ſaymeg (air were) we are thy {innes, wewillnot 
leaue thee,but follow and accompany thee vnto 
death,in death, after death,vnrommdgement, in 
judgement, after indgement, and foreuer. O 
carelefle man ! remember in time, rhaz the im- 
penitent{irmer,ot all his worldly ioyes, wealth, 
pleafures and delights , ſhall have nothing ro 
comfort him; but his ſtanes and aguilty con- 
ſciencecleauing faſt vnto-him, vr-remoueable, 
that neuer-dying worme, alwaics biting and 
gnawing on his {orrowfull ſoule. 

Therefore in time mortifie thy ſinnes(before 
itbeetoo late) that they may notmortifieth 
{oule : forthe hazard of eternall life depender 
on the dying ornot dying of finne ; and tharne- 
ceflarily. Who is ſo voyd of vnderſtanding,as 
notto thinke it expedient and nacellan iſe 
dome xatherto'd hoy ſinne, then himſclfe:for 


one 
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one. ofthe two muſt needs bee mortified, either 
ſinne, orthe ſoule, mult ſuffer death and dye. 
Therefore ſpare not ſfinne, but mortifie it, cruſh 
the ſerpents head berimes, kill all thy finnes,bee 
partiall ro none: for onedarling ſinne.is enough 
to binde thee faſt vnto Sathan, ſceing it is eaſte 
ro hold him that ſtriueth not to depart: One 
kinde of fin may kill thy ſoule as well as an hun- 
dred, and bring death which is eternall vpon 
thee. Remember Saw/, and forget not thy ſoule, ,, 5am. 15. 
God commanded him vtterly to deſtroy the 4- 
malckitesz heſparing but ſome of them,was caſt 
off from God,and his kingdome rent from him, 
Our ſinnes are the Amaletites, which God com- 
mandeth vs to deftroy : wee muſtkill chem all, 
and ſparcnone; wee muſt not ſpare Age, wee 
muſt not ſpare any captaine finne, leſt God for- 
ſake vs,and ſo we looſe a better kingdome.then 
euer Saw/found. 

As _Amelek reſiſted the children of 1/7eel in ney. 5, 17 
their journey towards the land of promiſe : ſo | 
Sathan ſeeketh by all meanes, to hinder and let 
vs in following Chriſt, and forſaking (in. Theſe 
two obſtacles heetrumpeth in our way to ſtop 
vs from our conuerſion : to wit, 


D. lettatiopeccanal, 
XL. Jer andacia defendendi. Thatis, 
1- }Delightof ſinning, and 
= T7 Boldneſfe of detending. 


Peccatum quatmor modis perpetratur im corde, 
quatmorg, mods conſummatur in opere.Sin is foure 
2 manner 


20 
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manner of wayes committed in heart,and foure 
manner of wayes finiſhed ina&ion: Thatis, in 
heart | 
1), By ſuggeſtion, 
RY By aelight. 
a - By conſent, 
By bo!dneſſe of 
1 defending ſin. 


Sugzeſtion comerh by the Diuell, 
Del:zht by the fleſh. 
Conſent by the ſpirit. 
oldneſſe of defence by our clati- 
on and ſtubbornneſle. 


With theſe foure ſtrokes the old and enuious 
aduerſary of mankinde, vndermined and ouer- 
threw the vprightneſſe of the firſt man: the Ser- 
pent perſwaded, Ewe delighted, Adam conſen- 
ted; and when hee was vrged to confeſſe his 
fault, hedefended itby audacious excuſe. After 
ſuggeſtion commeth delight,after delight com- 
meth defending of ſinne. 
Chry/oſtome | As (faith Chry/ofteme) it is impoſlible to kindle 
fire with water, ſo itis impoſſible to ſtirre vp re- 
] pentance or conuerſton in a man that delight- 
eth in {inne : foras waterdoth quench the fire, 
and not kindle it, ſodelightin finne doth bury 
repentance, and not reuiue it. Therefore the 
Prophet Dauid defireth God to keepe him from 
ſinne,and from delight in finne; fearing leſt pre- 
ſumpruous ſinnes ſhould haue the vpper hand 
of him. And the Apoſtle Saint Pau! exhor- 
teth vs ro mortifie our earthly members, as the 
beſt way to cut off the delight of ſinne, that ſin 
may dyC, | 
4_ Lreadeina pretty familiar hiſtory, (not im- 
pertinent to this purpoſe) that there was a cer- 
taine boy,hauing a great delight to play with a 


bird, 
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bird, tied a thrid to the legge of the bird, and 


fate downe andplaied therewith, letting the bird 
comeand goe at his pleaſure, Anſelmus a godly 
man comming vnto him, grieuing to ſec him 
liue that idle and euill kind of life, cut the thrid: 


ſo the bird did flie away , and the boy aroſe and 4& 


led a better kind of life, Morally , it may bee + 
well applied thus,this boy may ſignifie a ſinner, © 
this bird, ſinne , is thrtdo” adenine, his 
fitting "downe his continuancetrfime; taking 
pleaſge Mercia, and making paſtimeto finne at 
his pleaſure: This Anſehnus may ſignifie true re- 
pentance and vnfeigned converſion in aman,in- 


tending and fully purpoſing to forſake finne 
and follow Chriſt, which cutteth the rhrid, that 


is the deſight of ſinne, finne dieth, andthelin- 
ner (well termed aboy Tor hts<fldithrand foo- 
ITh actions) riſeth vp, that is, fitteth and con- 
tinueth not in finne, bur leadeth henceforth a 
more ſan&ified kinde of lite. 

Saint 70» in his Epiſtle generall, exhorting 
men to follow Chriſt, dehorteth them from the 
loue of the world and the delight of ſinne 
reigning in them that loue the world: ſaying, 
Lowe not the world, nor the thines in the world: a 


reaſon in the 16 verſe he giueth ſaying ; For all Verſe 16. 


that is in the world (as the luſt of the fleſh, the 
luſt of the eie,and the pride of life) is zot of the 
Father, but of the world. 


The world, is as the deuils golden cheine, to 
hinder men from following 8 Chriſt which 
treaſuiTheofferetres beftoon IWihar will 


forſake God, and follow him; and therefore hee 
TOE OS _ wy 
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would haue giuen it , andall the riches thereof, 
to our Lord and Sauiour Cariſt, bur it was 


none of his to giue, hee was bur an vſurper; 
Therefore as our Lord and Maiſter Chriſt deni- 


ed him, ſo letvs, his ſeruants, defic him, and as 


L-2- 


Collof.z4 


Ephel.5.5, 


my - 


the ſame Apoſtle makerh (as it were) anatomy 
of certaine great fins inwhich men ſo delight; 
{o let vs by his admonirtion hate & deteſt them, 
and ſhunthe way to hell,as hell it ſelfe; amongſt 
other capitall ſinnes which hinder and ler vs 
from following Chriſt, heere arc three by the 


Apoſtle pointed out, to wit; courtouſneſſe,pride, 
_ ics neſſe: couetcouine Soho Ta 
be accounted good husbandry , and trugaliry: 
yerthe Apoſtle Paw/callethitaler,and idolatry: 
idolatry becauſe men ſo much loue and em- 


brace it; alert, becauſe it keeperth vs backe from 
following Chriſt; if ir bee idolatry , how can 


couetous men be good Chriſtians, {ceingt 

loue the world more then Chriſt if SDEIY 
rokeepemen from heauen, how doe couetous 
men thinke it poſhble to enter through the eye 
of anneedle, being ſwollen with this ſinne as 
great as a Camell? if men were ſo couerous 
of the Kingdome of heauen, as they are greedy 
of worldly wcalth, they would not take ſo much 
paines in getting of it,and ſo lictlelabour in fol- 
lowing of Chriſt:but we may finde it true, That 


 Tmpy alacrius currunt ad mortem qu. py ad vi 
_ tam: The vngodly runne more haſty to death, 


\. 


then the godly to lite; they take more paines for 
deſtru&t16n,then others forſaluation. 


For conetecouſnefle hath 1 10.It., 
W——___-— ooo ; 
bur 
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but great trouble and miſcry ; foritis a tronble 
to the body , difquietncte ro-rhe minde, and a 
niefc to the heart,it pincherh and prickerh wich 
three great and decpe womds: Thefnft ro the 
bone, the ſecond to the braine, the third to the 
heart; ro the bones in tiring and wearyingmen L 
in getting riches: to the braines, in great care to 


2 —— —— ——— a 4 
keepe them being gotten, as pricking thornes: 
amonglt the which the divine Teede of Gods-Math.rz.s.9. 


words fowen frudtifiethnot. The laſt cut which 
is moſt greiuous that is tothe heart, in leawing 3 
and lofing them , yea, and with his owne ſelfe, 
his owneſoule, his ownelife , yea lite borh of 
body and foule, too deere a price for fovile a 
thing, in ſelling his foule for fnne , Therefore 
Chriſt ſaith: what [hall it anaile me to winne the Math,16.26. 
whole world, and looſe mine owne ſoule? 
Ler vs remeinber the couetous caterpillar, 

and meale-mourhed Farmer. that was not con- 
tented with his barnes full of Corne and much 
wealth , how hee was in a monent ſatisfied with 
2 mouthfall of duſt, and, whieh-was moſt la- 
mentable, his ſoule taken from him; I feare hee: 
hath many ſonsthis day liuing, whom Fwould 
hauetake notice hereof, and ſee Gods indge- 
ment is ſuch, that their wealth ſhall bee turned 
into wge, their plenty into ſcarcity, their prof- 
perity into pouerty , their ſolace into forrow, 
their gladneſſe into ſadnefle, their mirth into 
mourning , their pleaſure into paine,their tran- 
quiliry into calamity. 

Lreade in ancient writing, that old mendid 2/4. 
picture CMerewry,one of the Planets, ike roa 

nr Couctous 
_— —_———_— 


wy 


x — 
1:0-6.17. 


- 


wings may repreſent the haſt, {| 


: 
IF W_ 
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couetous Merchant , hauing in his mouth a 


thorny tongue, With wings ſpread abroad in the 
made Teeming glitecring gold; and v pon his 


head a cocke: The mora ity of this Tory may 


Tha us applied: Theth 
h pplic : The thorny gu may repre- 


ſent the deceiprfull words, talſe oaths, and 
fraudulent = of cruell couetous men, in 
bargaining, baying, and ſelling with mien : 'The 

ced, and celeri- 
ty that .conereoms men vie in gathering of 
wealth, im trauclling from Market to Market, 
from Towne to Towne, from Kingdome to 
Kingdome , ouer Sea and Land, omitting no 
time, occaſion, or oportinity : Glitttex) 


ſhining may ſhenihe the gaine of gold, ſeemin 
ike bro. for 14 may. —- com - = 
little: -— on is ſuſicientto warme a man , but 
too much burneth: Gold & gaine, in good, ho- 
neſt, and lawtull fort gotten, proſpereth with a 
man, but by vniuſt and vnlawfull manner ga- 
thered damneth a man : Well gotten, and well 
vſcd it helpeth,but wickedly gotten and wicked- 
Jy vſcd it hurteth. | | 

The cocke repreſenteth the carefull vigilan-_ 
cy that poſſeſſeth couetous mens minds , who 
riſe vp earelv and lie downe late, taking their 
reſt burvntill the cocke croweth, or the clocke 
ſtriketi. 

Thus the deſcription of a couetous' mans 
lifegs exprefled: and /0b hath a notable Epitaph 
at his death,to be in graued vpon his Tomb, Hee 
7s dried vp and withered, and in time conſuncd, 
and wen it is bot he falleth from hisplace;before he 

departeth 
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departeth from his way and courſe of life + A wor- 
thy note for ſhunning the like, and a fearefull 
iudgement vpon them that follow the coue- 
tous affetions of this wicked world , and for- 
fake Chriſt whom they are bound to follow vp- 
on forfeiture of ſaluation, and paine of con- 
demnation. 

Let vs not ſettle our affe&ions vpon earthly 
things, hunting after the vnſatiable defire of 
worldly wealth, likethe mole or want that ma- 
kerh many holes and diggeth many dennes in 
the earth, and yet is not ſatisfied bur ſtill labou- 


reth and diggeth: Let vs not build many houſes, | 


digge many ſellars, buy many Farmes, fill man 
barnes, and yet bee vnſatiable andvathankfull, 
and in all our aboundance and plenty will nov 
ſay, Bleſſed be the name of the Lord, which 1b did 
in his greateſt pouerty: The couetous cormo« 
rant when his barnes were full and his houfe fur. 
niſhed, was fatisfied, ſaying as it were, Soule thog 
haſt ſufficient , eate, drinke, take thine eaſe, Bur 
ſome hauing enough, and more then enough, 
arenot ſatisfied , but would with ſathan com- 
paſſe the whole world if they might: Seeing 
therefore that couctouſneſſe keepeth vs from 
following Chriſt, the ready way to heauen, and 
leadeth vs the headlong way to hell, let vs as 
the Apoſtle exhorterh : Bee followers of God, as. 
acere chilaren.. 


The otherletthat hoideth men backe from 2 


following God,is Pride, and it is no ſmall ene- 
my to mankind JAlmongh now it is accompred 
no. finne; Ir cauſed the Angell with many his 
RH 


- 


J's Ae 


Prouerb.16.18 


Gregory, 


Reucl.6.8.9. * 
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Aſſociates to looſe heauen, it cauſed Adam and 
Exe to looſe Paradice, and it will beea cauſeto 
exclude and debarre vs of the Kingdome of 
heauen , vnleſſe wee humble our ſelues and fol- 
low Chriſt, as dutifull ſchollars, learning the 
leſſon which he hath taughe vs, ſaying: Learne of 
mee, for I am humble and meeke of heart: Againe 
hee faith, Hee that exalteth himſelfe ſhall bee 
brought low ;, Salomon telleth, that pride geeth 
before, and deſtruttion followeth after : And the 
old Writer Gregory ſaith: As humilty is a ſigne of 


election and approbation, ſopride is /igne of reite 
(Hon and re ha oe Pride may hitly be dr A- 
redtoa = horſe, The name of him that rideth 
thereon is death, and hell followeth after : Pale it 
is,for that it wanteththe cheeretull and comfor- 
table complexion of godly charity , and death 
rideth on it, for death is the wages of pride, 
which the deuill knew right well, who by pride 
brought ſpiricuall death on all, and hell follow- 
eth after, being the place prepared for all proud 
erſons,who are betraied by pride in their owne 
bollies and members: As Ab/o/on conſpired his 
fathers death by offering giftes to his fathers 
ſubie&s: And Exe fora proud minde to bee like 
vnto God, was made more vnlike , and defaced 
the image of God in her ſelfe, and thereby loſt 
Paradice: Pride isa finne that God hateth; all 
other ſins fliefrom God, urgride ſubborne] 
ſtandeth with the hauty Phariſce an = 
_— God: Therefore,he that will beea follower 


of Chriſtmult forſake pride,” 


For 
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IC Deo odibilis To God odible&y: 
For a proud 2 YD/abolo ſimilis( Liketothe dui. 
manis 3 Ye /ib7 damna- (and to himſelfel + 


bilis. damnable. © ” 


Three ſortes of men my ſoule hateth, &c. The c 
firſt whereof is aproud man : examples in the ©1252 
Angels, and in men wee haue in no ſmall num- 
ber. 

The deuill is the Prince of pride, and father 
of proud men, and as the feruants of Chriſt, 
and children of God are knowne by charity 
and humility;{o the ſeruants of {nne and ſonnes 
of Sathan, are knowne by pride and cru- 
celtic. 

Hee is hurtfull to himſelfe, Examples wee... .? 
haue, amongſt diuers others, of 7eſabe/i, of the Elay 478, 
proud {trumpet of Baby/on, of Senecharib, &c. 
who ſoaring aloft with rheir proud plumes, 
being at the higheſt pitch of their exaltation, 
were throwne downe head-long and plunged 
inthe deepe lake and dungeon of deſtruction, 
and as the wolfe followeth the prey, and the 
Hunter followeth the wolfe to deſtroy him: fo 
as man followeth pride, puniſhment followerh 
proud men to deſtroy them. Y7rg, ſcelus ſequitur 

penag, inſtavirum. 2. 

Now the third ler that hindererh vs in fol- - ” {/7, gona uy 
lowing Chriſt is voluptuouſneſle, which al- —— +——<; 
t—_ in our timeiris accompred buta ſport: 
yet it is a canker that eateth vp vertuc in a man « Auguſtine, 
which is eternall : This vice old men ſhould 

”;. = oo. .-..' 0 loath, 
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loath, andyong men ſhould leaue,but by experi- 
#nce many, yea too many yong men,being trat- 
ancd vpby their carefull parents, eirher in vertu- 
ous ſchools,or honeſt trades of life, leaue man- 
ners with their Maiſters, vertue in the ſchools,8c 
runaftray with the prodigal ſon,luxuriouſty ſpe- 
ding their portions: others, leauing their trades 
with their Maiſters,& ſcience inthe _ with 
Eſau ſell their Birth-right for a meſle 0 _ 
tuous pottage, in the kitchin of wantonneſle, 
ſpending their time in ſathans Synagogue of 
wickedneſle: The more pitty that they haue ſo 
little piety , cing Ts norte Tolle onely of 
Terporall goods, but the loſſe of the Kingdom 
ofheauengand one ancient father ſaith;/»/tum eff 
-; vt qui peccata vti volu'(ſet eternaliter ſt potuiſſet, 
' eternaliter penam ſuſtinere cogeretur, itis requi- 

' ite that hee that would vie finne alwaies, if hee 
could, ſhould continually bee conſtrained ro 
ſuffer puniſhment, which that wee may eſcape 
letvs both old and yong ceaſe to be voluptuous 
and turne to be zealous in following of Chriſt, 
for as long as wee harbour this vice in our 
hearts, wee carry (as /7as did ) letters to our 
owne deſtruction, and as long as wee greedil 
follow after it,we do follow it (as A/ahel follow- 
ed Abner)to our owne death. 

Thus wee may ſee theſe great, groſle, and 
gricuous ſinnes do ſtoppe, dampe, and rampire 
the way againſt vs to keepe vs out of heauen, as 
they excluded our firft parents out of Paradiſe, 
and thereby diſplaced & diſ-inherited vs of the 
poſleflion and intereſt thereof, if wee hate him = 
that 


that vndermineth & beguilethvs of our earthly 
inheritance,as Eſau hatcd his brother 1zcob:how ® - 
much more ſhould we deteſt theſe ſins, that de- 
fraud vs of our celeſtiall habication? - 
Wedo exceedingly hate him that killeth Sur 
father or mother: how much more then ſholitd 
we hate theſe ſins that haue brought death ad 
mortality vponall our parents, our*ſclues aiftl 
Our poſterity. | 
Theſccond Obſtacle, Audacia defenſionis. 
TH ſecond obſtacle thar fertereth the feer "Phu /<'£, 
of our affeion, js the boldneſſe ofdefen- * $9 © 
S Was 1n Adam after hee 
raderaaeedby.comtts the foreſaid.(ins, 
beeing vrged by Almighty God to confeſſe his 
fault, ſtill defended & excuſed his offences : So . 
there are many of Adams children that willnbe 
(although they ſee and know their owne naked- 
neſſe)cofeſle it : but are lefle aſhamed to comit 
ſin,then to confeſle their ſins to God,& repent. 
As Nahaſh would haue had theright eyes of the 7-54m 11. 2, 
people of 7abes Gilead to be put out,& to bring 
that ſhame vpon the 1/raelites : ſo that ſpirituall 
_ ſcekerh by his!ſubtilty,ro hauethe righe 
cie,wherby we are brought to the ſight &know- 
ledge of our fins, to bee put out,and fo to bring 
ſhame and confuſion vpon vs : like the Rauen, 
that firſt of all ſtriketh out the filly ſheepes eye, 
thathe may not eſcape his tyranny: ſo Sathan 
would haue vs not to ſec the ſhame of our fins : 
and when for want of ſhame we haue finned,he 
would haue vs aſhamed to confeſle them, and 


ding or excuſing fin : thi 


repent, 
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- Iread onatime, apretty familiar hiſtory (a- 
e heereunto) of certaine religious and 
noſed perſons,confteflinFtheirfinnes,to 


godh and reuerend father eſpicd. he3s 
,or to what end hee came loneere 
ſuch godly perſons at ſo good an exerciſe: who 
1F5de this anſwere:T come (laid he) ro reſtore 
that which long agone I haue taken from them. 


The godly man Tnaruelling that the Diuell was 
becomea reſtorer,(exceeding many Chriſtians 


that ſcarcely thick on, reſtitution)demanded of 
him what thatwas, game, faid he,which I took 


not to bee aſhamed to Tin, but aſhamed to con- 
feſſe our Tins &repent: therfore whEwe ſhould 
rfike rae adFollow Chriſt, if wee ſhall 
perceive any vnwillingneſle in vs to performe 
this duty,let vs know from whence it came:and 
ſo in deſpite of Sathan put off his viſard,and vn- 
maske our ſelues, that wee may ſee theſe dange- 
rous caribdes,& auoid them,and ſo follow Chriſt 
our precurſor,our grand-capraine & proteQor, 


The laſt part. As deere Children, 
Hildren in the Scripture are diuers wayes 


raken, befidesrhem that comToT their Þa- 
rents, bloud,and generation : and be{ides them 
Which are in the right deſcending line of the 
ſame linage or ſtocke. 


(. For ſometime {ubicas arc called children : 


© Dawid 
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David ſpake thus to Saul the King : My Father, r Saw.24.12. 
behold behold, ec. Thus Abimelech was called 
King and Father. Alſo thefe are called Chil- , 
dre that ſucced others in title or right of inheri- 
tance. "Thus 7econ7as, that never had childe; is 
ſayd to beget Salathiel, becauſe he was the next 
of Dauids Rocke : who therefore ſucceded 7ego- lerem.22.30, 
#ias inthe kingdome of Judah. 

They thatare guided by the councell of o- 
thers, are' called children: ſo /oſeph ſayd : God Gen, 45.3. 
hath made me a father to Pharaoh. _ 

Seruants ſometime are called children : The 
ſeruants of Naemanayd vnto ith : Father , if ».Kings.5.r3. 
the Prophet had commanded thee a great thing, 
would/t not thou haue doxe it ? 


Yonger men and women are called children, © 
in reſpe& of their elders: Rebate not an Elder, , Tin.5.1.5, 
but exhort him «s a Father, the elder women as mo- 
thers. | 

They whichare vnder the tuition or helpe of 5” 
others, are called children :To Job ſayd; he was a lob.2g. 16. 
father to the poore, | 

Scollers were called the ſonnes of the Pro- 
phets: Elizeus ſaid tO E/as, My father my father. 2, in £5.2.12« 


- 


Hearers are called children inre{pe& of their Kings 13.11. 


paſtors ahd teachers : Paw ſaith to the Corinthi- 
ans; yee haus many teachers but not many fathers. 
And tothe Ga/at. he faith: My little children, of Gal. 19. 
whom 1 trauell in birth againe, vntil Chriſt be for - 
med in you. All true beletuers areſaid to be deere 
children in this Scripture, by the Apoſtles do- 
Erine, ſhewing his fatherly loue, and tender 


care ouer them that imitate Chriſt, The true Rom.s.8, 
children 
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children of Abraham are they that imitate him 
in faith, 

As inthe parable ofthe Goſpell itis recor- 
ded,thata man had two ſonnes, the oneperfor- 
ming his fathers wil,the other negle&ing it:the 
one frugall, the other prodigall. Likewiſe 

Abraham had two ſonnes,! 'ſmael and 1/aac,but 
1/aac onely free-borne : ſo there are two ſorts of 
children; one, the children of God + the other, 
the children of the world, 

The children of God arethey which are vnited 
to God by adoption, as Brothers and Siſtgrs in 
Chriſt,by hearing of the word of God, & kee- 
ping it. Theſe are my brethren ((aith Chriſt) thap 
beare the word,and keepe it. 

The children of the worldare they which fa- 
ſhion themſelyes like vnto the world,ſetting 8 
ſetling their affe&ions on worldly things : bur 
the children of God are changed in their ſhape, 
by renewing of their minds, they are of ne: 
faſhion,they are ofa new birth, of the ſpiritual} 
kindred of Chriſt by regeneration. The childrE 
of God do follow Chriſt, the children of the 
world do follow it,and areſed by it:but the chil- 
dren of God areled by the ſpirit of God. The 
children of the world haue their whole truſt & 
confidence in worldy things : but the children 
of God are predeſtinated to bee his adopted 
children,by faith in Chriſt. Itis the greateſt pre- 
ferment in this world, amongſt the children of 
the world,to be made the heire of a King, Em- 
perour, or Prince, and to bee in great account 
with men in this world:but the chuldren of God. 

are 
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are of greater account with God and godly men, 
both in this world,and in the world ro come. _ 

The children of Kings are attended by noble 
men, and great perſonages, and guarded with 
ftrong men; yet allbut men, whoſe breath is in 
their noſtrils, whoſe hands cannot accompliſh 
the deuiſes of their hearts : Bur the children of 

God are guided by God himſelfe, whoſe eye is 

alwayes ouer the righteous , they are guarded by 


Angels : The Angels of God ſhall pitch their tents Pralm.z4.re; 


round about them that feare him. 

The children of the world doe take delight in 
ſuch pleaſurgs as theworld doth affoord them as 
carnall ſecurity, worldly proſperity, beaſtly ſen- 
ſualiry,coucrouſneſle,pride,luxury,idleneſſe,and 
ſuch like. But the pleaſures that God affoordeth 
his deere children, are ſuch as neither the world 
can giue them, nor take from them : As the loue 


of righteouſneſle, delight in the law of God , pa- ppum, x, 2; 


tience in affliction, loue of them that excell in 
vertue, and ſuch like. 

The riches of the children ofthe world,are gold, 
filuer, houſes, :lands, lordſhips, rents, reuenues, 
and ſuch like : which theeues may ſteale,ruſt may 
fret,fire may conſume,water may drowne,plague 
may infe&, time may weare out, and death may 
end.Buttheriches of Gods children are the word 
of God,firme faith, forgiueneſle of fins,freedome 
fromhellliberty with the Saints,the ſpirit of con- 
tentation,peace of conſcience,continuall ioy in 


the holy Ghoſt; and a kingdome of glory in hea- 


- uen, which no theefe can ſteale, no ruſt can cor- 
rupt, no fire can conſume, no water can drowne, 
| . NO 


Deut.21.21. 


2 


-KINg-2,23-24 
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no plague can infect, no time can weare out, no 
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death can end. 


© The children of God are ſhrowded vnZer the 
wings of his mercy;but the children ofthe world 


are ſubie& vnder the weapons of his iyſtice, and 

a fearefull thing it is to fall into the hands of God 

in ſuch a caſe. Ifthe children,that were diſobedi- 

entto their parents inthe time of the law, by the 

law were ſtoned to death for their diſobedience 

towards their earthly parents : how much more 

are the wilfull and wicked children of the world 

in danger of theſfather of heauen, and God of 
heauen, and earth, for their difloialty and diſobe- 
dience in forſaking God, and following the 
world? If the children of the ons that of- 
fend God haue not eſcaped Gods ſeuere puniſh- 
ment, how ſhall the vngracious children of vn- 
godly parents abide it? If the ſonnes of E/;, and 
the ſonnes of Dawid were puniſhed by death, as 
the reward and wages of their ſinnes,without par- 
don or partiality; although E/# was the holy 
Prieſt of God, and Dauid the Princely Prophet 
of God : the one high in Gods fauour, the other 
as great in his loue. How then ſhal «ws ngeuec xyzer egy 
the euill egge of a bad bird eſcape vncruſhed? 

If the children that mocked the prophet, were 
by Gods judgement torne in peeces,and deuou- 
red of Beares: how ſhall theſe prophane ſcof- 
fers, and deriders of the Goſpell, _ profeſſors 
thereof eſcape Gods fearefull iudgements? 


God loueth thoſe children that imitate their 
parents good examples, and follow them as they 
follow ON mo 


_ T1 The 


+ 
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The Apoſtle in thiswur Text, maketh a diſtin- 
Eion berweene the children of God and the 
children of the world; terming the children of 
God,Deere Children. Decrely beloued,and deere- 
ly are they purchaſed with the precious and 
priceleſſcbloud of his beſt loued Sonne Chriſt, 
whom as zealouſly they ought to follow for his 


races as Eliſha followed Elias for his mantle and *N"8**- 


pirit. If children follow their parents, and obey 
their precepts for an earthly and terreſtriall in- 
heritance, ſhould we not much more obey our 
heauenly Father for an heauenly and cceleſtiall 
heritage, aſſured to his deere children, that fol- 
low him,as he hath by his deerely beloued ſonne, 
in his ſacred word taught them. 
The manner how we ſhould follow him, is by 
the Apoſtle plainly expreſſed? to wit, As deere 


— 


rming that whoſocuer will enter into the king- 
dome of heauen, muſt bee as alittle Childe, in- 


nocent, humble and mecke: Notclothed with | 


couctouſneſle, puffed with pride, nor with vo- 
luptouTneſſe: For to ſuch (faith Cho our pre- 
57) beloagerh the Kingdome of bs 
Yong and vnacquainted with groſle ſinnes are 
moſt fit to follow God in the prime-time of their 

cares, in the maiden-head of theirage , giuing 
fim the firſt fruits of their loue. 

John the Apoſtle anc Euangeliſt was knowne 
by the name of the Diſciple whom I s vs lo« 
ued. So was yong Samuel fauoured of God. So 
was Daxid, 2 man after Gods owne heart : for hee 
wasa ian that followed God from his youth. 
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So was little Dan#el, a great man with God: alit- 
tle man amongſt men, but a great Prophet of 
God. This religious affeCtion of vertuous youth 
Saint Paul learned of Chriſt, and taught ir to 
his ſcholler T/othy, and other Churches which 
he had by the word planted. Burt jf we ſeeke to 
vrge the youth of our time thercunto, they will 
thinke that wee come before our time zas though 
they might belicenced to run a wilfull and wic- 
ked courſe, and will beeready to tell vs (as the 
Diuell told Chriſt ) that wee torment them be- 
fore their time, The Prodigall ſonne was the 
yonger. 

Chriſt ourheauenly king is gone before vs,and 
hath opened the gate of heauen : otherwiſe there 
had beene no paſſage atall ; yethe telleth vs,that 
the gateis ſtraight, and there are few that enter 
in thereat : therefore we mult ftriue, ſtraine, aud 
ſtoope, if we intend to enter in. Firſt, wee muſt 
ſtrippe our ſelues out ofthe old habire of ſinne : 
for if ſinne lye at the doore, itwill ſtop our paſ- 
ſage, as itdid Carnes : wherher it, theſe groſle and 
grieuous ſinnes, or any other beloued (in, which 
weesſo tenderly harbour and foſter in ourhearts, 
like a rocke, or an heape of ſand, will ſtoppe and 
dammevp the gate. Thereforewe muſt, like little 
children, cre: eplow and bumbIcourſclues: for if 
wee put on the true habit of humility and mecke- 
neſfle, Sathan cannot hinder vs. As the Serpents 
will notcome into the vineyard when vines bring 
forth their bloſſomes, no morewill the old Ser- 
pent,and author of pride come neere vs,ifwe,like 


Tuitfull branches,bud the bloſſomes _— 


f 


i 


| 


. none of birds more acceptable then yong pige- 
ons or Turtle doues: Manna was to be ae 
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The want of this vertue caſt Vebuchadnezir out of | 
his earthly Kingdome, and we muſt haue it or elſe 
we ſhallnotenter into the heauenly Kingdome. 
The Phariſce {welled in his owne prood conceir 
and therefore hee was too bigge to entetin, hes 
the poorc Publican ſtooped and went in, lirtle 
=> a was a great rich man, buthe diminiſhy4 
himſelte by hen & giuing to the poore, he 
deſcended from the lofry branches to theroote 
of humility, and ſo entred in. This gate(it ſhould 
ſeeme) was made fornone to enter , bur for theſe 
that are as children. Ferily 7 ſay vnto you (faith Math,1s.;. 
Chriſt) except yee become as little children, yee can- 
not enter into 7m 4 of God. | a. { | 
How acceptable is the morning ſacrifice of our You Hr Ae {tc 
renderage iGo no ſacrifice of beaſts was: Yuth ol G 
morewelcome to God then kids orlambs, 4«( 4 2 
SOA : 


on 
et ——_———. A 


the morningbeforeche Sun aroſe. 

If weTollow God as deere children, God will 
take vs forhis children, and this isno ſmall figne 
of Gods mercy, ſo much to fauour, and ſo high- 
ly to grace vs with the title of his children, that 
wee may call him father : Well, and worthily 
may he be calleda father, for he is 092n/um Crea- 
for fideliumy, Pater, the Creator of all men and 
Father of the faithfull, and therefore ir is written, 
Is not hee thy Father that hath bought thee, and that y,,. « 
made thee , and proportioned thee? Yea without | 
doubr, God is our Father, if we will obey him,an 
euerliuingand an cuerlaſting Father , as it is alſo 
wrixten: Dowbrieſſe, thou art our Father, —_— Efay 63.16. 


F 3 braham 


Mallac.1.6. 


1.Pct.1.17» 
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braham be ignorant of vs, and Iſracl know vs not, 


yet thous Lord art our Father and our Redeemer, thy 


wame is for exer If he be our Father,and ourLord, 
we ſhould konour and feare him. A ſoxne hono- 
reth his /ather,aud a ſeruant his maiſter, If then 1 
bee a -ather where is my honour? If<I bee a Maiſtey 
were is my feare , ſaith the Lord of Teſts > If 
therefore ye call him Father which without reſpett of 


perſons indgeth according to every mans worke, paſſe 


the time of your dwelling here in feare , ſaith the 
Apoſlle. 

In all our miſeries and feare weare imboldened 
by the Spirit of Chriſt to call God our Father, as 


. we may reade: Becauſe yee are ſonnes,God hath ſent 


the Spirit of his Sonne into your hearts, which cryeth 
bbs Father. Wherefore Chriſt commandeth 
vs.to call no man father on earth, (that is, HD Bich 
and religion) areaſon he giuerh, ſaying: There 7s 


ut one your Father which is in heagen, he is aTa : 
that made both body and ſoule, and is ready to 
ſauc both, when earthly parents forſake vs, he will 


takevs;when they leaue vs,hewill receiue vs;when 
they will not, and cannothelp vs, hecan and will 
help vs; when they dye, hec lineth, for hee is an 


, everlaſting and an euerliving Father:firſt and laſt, 


the beginning and the end, a beginning, withour 
beginning, and anend withoutend. | 
Many children bragge and boaſt of their pa+ 
rents gentry, and they accompr ita great honour 
tobecalled the ſonneof aKing , as Dawrd ſaid, 
when hee ſhould marry San/s daughter , Doe you 
thinke it a ſmall thing tobe a Kings ſonne? Should 
the children of God thinke it a ſmall thing to be 
R. the 


1 
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the ſonnes and daughters of theKing of Kings, 
2nd Lord of all Lords,King of heauen and earth? 
He is worthily called a Father, forhe is. 


\. Pater (anttitatis. The Father of ſanRiry, | - 
2 Patey poteſtatts. $The Father of power, _2- 
3 Pater pictatis. YThe Fatherof piety. 3- 


The Father of ſanctity and holyneſſe, and 1. 
therefore Chriſt ſaith; Father ſant#ifie them iz the lohn 17.17. 
truth. | 

The father of power, becauſe heecan doe all =. 
things,therefore he that knew beſt, ſaid;A//things Mark.r4.36, 
are poſithle to thee. 

The Father of piety and mercy, andtherefore J 
the Apoſtle calleth him, The Farley of” mercy, and :.Cor.x.;. 
God of conſolation. | 

por, = is the Father of mercy we ought ro 1 
pray to him with deuotion , For Chriſt faith, 
whatſoeuer yee ſhall aske the Father in my name, he lohn 16.21, 
will giue it you. 

Secing heis the Father of power we ought to 
honour him, with humble obedience : therefore 
the Holy-Ghoft by the Prophet Malachy faith: Mallac.r.s. 
The Sonne honoureth the Father cc. 

Secing he is the Father of mercy, we ought to JF 
follow and imitatehim in mercy, as Chtiſt com- 
mandeth vs, ſaying: Bee yee merciful as your Father 1ik.6,46. 
is mercifull. 

And ſecing he is the Father of power,of holy- 
neſſe and mercy, of himas durtifull children, wee 
ſhould (bowing the knees of hearts) ſeeke a bleſ- 
nag; Fac Balang His rolls iaiher ,, ef fas 
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